
Sail Past introduction 
 

Spring is coming, it’s on the horizon and with that comes Launch and then before you 
know it Sailpast, the formal opening of the season will be here.  As we celebrate our 50th 
Anniversary we need to look at Sailpast as a major event in our Club’s year.  With that in 
mind I thought we should consider the origins and significance of Sailpast. 
 
By precedent, Sailpast is a formal ceremony that officially opens the season.  This year 
EYC’s Sailpast Fleet Review will be held on Saturday June 2nd, it’s the time for everyone 
to come out and sail by the Commodore, Vice & Past Commodores in review and show 
that we are ready for the season ahead. 
 
Etobicoke Yacht Club is more than a sailing/boating club or social club.  As members of a 
yacht club, we are part of a global yachting community complete with reciprocity and an 
inheritance of yachting’s history, traditions, customs, and courtesies.  As an active 
member of that fraternity, we ought to honour that tradition at Sailpast and practice 
those customs and courtesies in how we behave, dress, conduct our ceremonies, and fly 
our flags. 
 
The Sailpast tradition dates back more than 200 years, it began at Cowes in England 
nearly 200 years ago.  The membership at Cowes Yacht Club was primarily aristocratic 
and many were familiar with naval practice and tradition.  Cowes Yacht Club 
subsequently changed its name to the Royal Yacht Squadron and certain social graces 
were added to the traditional naval practices.  
 
The actual “review of the fleet” is steeped in more than 600 years of Royal Navy 
tradition and history.  It was introduced in yacht clubs as a continuation of the naval 
habit of having Admirals, and/or Royalty, review the fleet on special occasions.  Yachting 
tradition requires all members to be in full regalia including jackets, ties and crests, 
suitable nautical attire of blue and white clothes, a navy blazer or sweater, white or 
khaki pants, and a white shirt. 
 
Steve Reid 
Sailpast Fleet Review Marshall     
 


